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Chapter 6 summary 
Chapter six begins when Alexander narrates the chronicle of Jena 6. In the story, six energetic young lads who feel that the pangs of racial discrimination have gnawed them to their roots through persistent taunts and slurs by the whites, project their anger towards a white boy by descending on him through fist fight and thoroughly assaulting him physically. When the case was reported to the police, the six American boys of African descent are arrested, and upon being presented to a court of law, the judge decides to sentence them as grown-up adults. This causes a massive outcry from the media as well as the other African- Americans by hanging placards of Old Jim Crow on trees protesting against racial discrimination.
From the turn of events, Alexander questions the laxity of the civil rights community in addressing the issue. She wonders why it has decided to remain, mum, as mass imprisonment is become the norm in the country. She, however, is keen to note that it is not that the civil rights community is unperturbed by the issue, but the fact is that it has decided to bury its head in the sand and refused to agree that it shares in the same problem. As it appeared in the Civil Rights Movement, most of these organizations have attorneys. This shifted the original aim or crusade of the organizations from moral to legal firms, focusing more on individual cases and not societal change. The attorneys are also reluctant to address arguments to do with high handedness criminals. This is because the society views such people involved in such crimes as stupid, immoral and dangerous. The black male media personalities are also not viewed as "poster boys "in media advocacy (228). Alexander borrows a leaf from the chronical of Rosa Parks where she was an epitome of proper handling of the Movement; this led to the rejection of two women to be plaintiffs simply because of their skin color. 
Alexander poses the question of whether there should be a focus on ‘battles' that are simpler or easy to conquer for example the affirmative action. She argues that if the latter is the case, then it makes no difference at all and African-Americans remain in the same state they were in 1968 in the seclusion of those that are incarcerated. The rate of unemployment and consequently poverty rates remain constant. There is thus an urgent need to change the system of criminal justice to counter crime instead of creating it. She argues that were she to be consulted on the same, she would give ideas indicating what ought to be done but would instead not highlight them in the text but allow the book to evoke a dialogue on affirmative action that needs to be taken. She insists that it is impossible to achieve reforms through individual undertakings or victories in corridors of justice or legislatures. Racial racism is massive; many factors need to significant. Crime has created jobs to almost 700,000 people, from the lawyers, judges, those who work in various offices around the courtrooms to those who own private prisons and thus to them they want an increase in crime so that they can expand their businesses. 
There is also the issue of the War on Drugs that America has to end. This is and will not be a simple task to be addressed by a unit law, executive order or court decision. There is a dire need to counter racial profiling and change law enforcement as a culture. There should also be a halt on money granted as ‘federal grant' for drug enforcement. Drugs such as marijuana should be legalized. Laws mandatory for drug sentencing must be changed. We should also retrain prison workers and break the barriers constraining those reentering the society from prisons. These are just a few major factors that need redressing.
Alexander says that as a matter of fact, the most important thing that needs to be looked into, is the overcoming the indifference directed towards the poor to color in society. She borrows from Martin Luther King Jr. quote ‘The case must be taken to the court of public opinion.' The society must stop the public debate on crime policy as based on race rather than race. The prejudices and the feelings of insecurity when African-Americans are around us must be done within detail, and we care for them as we care for ‘our own.' Although race is an uncomfortable topic to address, there is a need to be realistic and discuss it in public conversation since it is here with us and needs no pretense to assume that we are race-neutral. She also points out that colorblindness is the major part of the problem that must be handled beyond mere talk. Those involved in mass incarceration pretend not to have the race tag but make the judgment leaning on it.  Individualism is a focus by conservatives whereas racial equality is the idea of liberals. As a matter of fact, racial differences will always remain a reality that has to be embraced, but the word should not be used as a cover up to apathy directed to black people.
Turning to affirmative action, Alexander links it with mass imprisonment as it allows ‘cosmetic' racial expansivity while retaining systematic, structural racism. It has neither in any way helped the poor blacks nor those in working class positions. In contrary, it is the cause of many problems as it perpetuates divide-and-rule tactic that balloons the trickling down of racial justice theory. This makes Black people progress a myth. Successful blacks like Barack Obama and Condoleeza Rice tend to make other blacks feel they haven't done enough. (249), she ends by taking a reference on an Oak-land based civil rights community "All Us or None." She argues that the ‘us' should include all, whether black or white. All people are common whether depicted as such by social or economic status and must embrace Martin Luther King Jr. advocate of the 1960s regarding Poor People's Campaign. 
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